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PROLOGUE.
1 "Who t "

she f there?"
' These art fria questions ihs
JPW askul of the caretaker of
the venerable castle of that high
landed old robber baron, the

first of the Rothhoefens.
And these are the questions

tlim interested reader starts to
ask and keeps on asking while
Author MuCtttaheon develops
one of the most mysterious, hu-

morous and sprightly stories that
ever cam from his pen.

"Who is she?"
- "How did she get there?"

Read on and you will find
much entertainment as well as
the answer to these pertinent
queries.

CHAPTER I.

I Make Ne Effort to Defend 'Myself.

quite sure it was tny Uncle

1AM who said that 1 was a fool.
memory nerve toe weU be re-

lieved himself of tbat conviction
in tile presence of my mother whose
brother he wa at a time when I was
least competent to acknowledge bis
wisdom and most arrogant in assert-
ing my own. I was a freshman in
college, a fact or condition perhaps
Which should serve as uu excuse for
both of us. ' 1 possessed another uncle,
incidentally, and while 1 am now con-

vinced that he must have felt as Uucle
Jlltas did about It. be was one of those

. .who suffei lu silence.
I assume, therefore, tbat It was Uncle

II lias who orally convicted me. an
jHsiLfted to some extent by

putting two iuid two together, after
tite poor old gentleman was laid away
for bis loug sleep. He hud been very
emphatic in his belief that a fool and
Ids money are oou parted. Up to the
time of his death 1 bud been lu no
way qualified to dispute this undent
theory. In theory, no doubt. 1 was
the kind of fool lie referred to. but In
practice t was quite an untried novice,
it is very hard for even it fool to part
irJth something he hasn't got Not
tttittl Uncle KUas died and left me all
ff bis money was I able to demon-

strate that dead men nud fools part
irlth it.

lu any event Uncte Itllas did not
leave me his money until my freshmen
days were far. behind in, wberein
Ilea the solace that be may have out-
grown an opinion while 1 was going
through the same process. At twenty-thre- e

i confessed that all freshmen
"were Insufferable and Immediately aft-
erward took my degree and went out
into 1 be worhi to convince It tbat sen-
iors, are by n means adolescent.

sir uncle's original estimate of me-

an of course was uttered
when 1 at tbe tine of eighteen picked
out iuy wnlk in life, so to speak. After
considering everything I decided to be
s literary man a novelist or a play-rrigti- t,

I hadn't much of a choice be- -'

tvreu the two. or perhaps a Journalist.
Being n Journalist, of course, was pre-
liminary, a sort of makeshift, At any
rat 1 sv a going to be a writer. My
"UttoUj Hilas. a hard bended customer,
who bad read fleott ns a loy and tbe
Wall Htreet News as a. man without
being misled by either, was scornful,
lie said that 1 would outgrow It; there
men some consolation in tbat. lie even
admitted that when he was aevenjeeu
fee wanted to be an actor There yon
are! said be.

1 argued that novelists make a great
of money and playwrights, too.

for tbat matter, Be said In reply that
an ordlnurll' vigorous washerwoman
eoud make more money tb'an the aver-
age novelist, and he always had a
stodktnc without .1 hole to keep it In.

Which wax inn!,- - ti I lie point

Now that I come to think of it, it
was Uncle KUas who oracularly .pre-
judged me and not Uncle John, who
was by way of being a sort or literary
chap himself and therefore lamentably
unqualified to guide me In any cottrce
whatsoever, especially as he had all tie
could do to keep his own wolf at bay
without encouraging: mine and who be-M- e

teaching good English loved It
wisely and too welt.

My mother felt in her heart that I
ought to be a doctor or a preacher, hut
she wasn't mean. She was positive I
could succeed as a writer If I set my
mind to it. She was also sure that I
could be president or tbe United States
or perhaps even n bishop. We were
Episcopalian.

When I was twejity-seve- n my first
short story appeared In a magaaine of
considerable weight due to its adver
tising pages, but my Uncle Itllas didn't
read it until l had convinced mm mat
tbe honorarium amounted to $900.
Even then 1 was obliged to promise
blm a glimpse of the clock when I

got It
In course of time my first novel ap

peared. It was a love story. Uncle
Itllas read the first five chanters and
then skipped over to the last page.
Then he began It all over again and
sat up nearly all night to finish it. The
next day be called It trash." but In-

vited me to have luncheon with him
at tbe Metropolitan club and rather
noisily introduced me to a few old cro-

nies of his.
A month later lie died. He left me a

fortune, which was ail the more stag-

gering lu view of the circumstance that
had seen me named for my Uncle
John nud not for blm.

It was not long afterward that I

made a perfect fool of myself by fall
lug in love. It turned out very badly.
1 cant Imagine what got Into me to
want to commit bigamy after 1 had
already proclaimed myself to be lrrev
ocably wedded to ray profession. Nev
ertheless 1 delllierately coveted the ex
perlence and would have attained to It
no doubt had it not been for the young
woman Lit tbe case. She would have
none of me. but. with considerable In
dependence of spirit aud. 1 must say.
noteworthy acumen, elected to wed a
splendid looking youug fellow who
clerked in a jeweler's shop in Fifth
avenue. They had been engaged for
several years, it seems, and my swol-
len fortune failed to disturb her sense
Of fidelity, l'erhaps you will be Inter-
ested enough in a girl who could re-

fuse to share a fortune of something
like $3004)00 (not counting me, or
course) to let me tell you briefly who
and what she was. She was my typist

that is to say, she did piecework for
me as I happened to provide substance
for her active fingers to work upon
when she wasn't typing law briefs In

tbe regular sort of grind. Not only
was she an able typist, but she was an
exceedingly wholesome, handsome and
worthy young woman.

Somehow 1 was able to attribute the
Br.wo to an inborn sense of shyness
that bad always made me,faint heart-
ed, dilatory and unaggressive." No
doubt If I had gone about it roughshod
?nd flery 1 could have played hob with
tbe excellent Jeweler's peace of mind,
to say the least.

Still, some men. no matter bow shy
and procrastinating they may be or
reluctant, for that matter are doomed
to have lore affairs thrust upou them,
ns you will perceive If you follow the
course of this narrative to the bitter
end.

ln order tbat you may know me
,whet you mt me struggling through
these pages, as one might straggle
through a nswaas on a dark night I

shall take tbe liberty of describing tny-le- lf

in the best light possible under tbe
circumstances.

1 m i tallish sort of person, moder-
ately homely and not quite thirty-fiv- e.

I am strong, but not athletic. Whatever
physical development I posse wsh
rnuircd throuaii the ancient and hon

orable game of golf and In swlmuilug.
In both of these sports I am quite pro-

ficient. My nose Is rather long and
and my chin is considered to

he singularly arm for one who has no
.ifubltton t liecorae a hero. My thatch
l abundant and quite black. So there
you are. Not quite what you would
tall a lady killer or eveu a lady's man.
I fancy you'll say.

Yon will b surprised to learn, how-

ever, that secretly 1 am of a rather ro-

mantic. Imaginative turn of mind.
Since earliest childhood 1 have consort
h1 princesses and ladles or high
degree meutally. of course aud my
bosom companions have beeu kulghte
jf vnlor and longevity.

At thlrty-av- e I am still uoattached
nnd. so far as I can tell, unloved, for
tbe past year I have doue little or no'

work. My books are few and far be-

tween. My best work Is done wben
the madding crowd la far from me.

A inuuUi ago, in Vlaunjt, 1 fait tbe

plot breaking out on m. very much n

the measles do. at a most Inopportune
time for everybody concerned, nnd my
secretary, more Wide awake than you'd
Imagine by looking at blm. urged nM
to coddle the ntnse while she was will-
ing.

It was especially annoying coining,
as It did. Just as I was about to set
off for a fortnight's motorboat trip up
the Danube with Wale Ilaaaanl ami
her stupid husband, the doctor.

The fourth day of our delectable
brought ns to an ancient town

whose name yon would recall If I were
font enough to mention It and where
we were to put up for tbe night. On
the crest of a stupendous crag

the river, almost jopposite tlfe
town, which isn't far from Kreios.
Btood the venerable but unvenernted
atle of that high handed old robber

Imron. the first of tbe llothhoefens.
We picked up a little of its history

while in the town and tbe next morn-
ing crossed over to visit the place, lis
antiquity was considerably enhanced
by the presence of a caretaker who
would never see eighty again and
whose we was even older. Their two
sons tired with them In the capacity
of loafers and. as things go In these
rairid times of ours, appeared to be
even older and more sere than their
1 rents.

It Is a winding and tortuous road
that leads up to the portals of this
huge old pile. Halfway up the hill we
paused to rest and 1 quite clearly re-

member growling tbat If the confound-
ed thing belonged to me I'd build a
funicular or Install an elevator wltbout
delay. ;

Tbe next day instead of continuing;
our delightful trip down the river we
three were scurrying lo Saalsburgl
urged by a sudden and stupendott
whim an my part anil ailed with a new
Interest In life.

1 bad made up my mind to boy the
castle!

At the end of three days I was tbe
sole owuer and proprietor of a feudal
stronghold on tbe Danube, and the
joyous Austrian who had owned It
was a little farther on hut way to the
dogs, a Journey he had been negotiat- -

JULtni

The Venerable Castle of That High
Handed Old Robber Baron, the First
of the Rothhoefent.

lug wlih great ardor ever ulnce com-

ing Into of uu estate, once
Valued at several millions.

l
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To make the story short, tbe llaa-zar- ds

and I returned to Scfaloss ItotiJ-huefe- n

In some haste, primarily for
the piirisMe of Inspecting It from dim
geou to battlement An Interesting
concession on .the part of tbe tate
ovvuer itue gentleman hurrylug to
catch up with the dogs that bud got a
bit of u start on himi may here be
mentioned. He included nil of the con
tent of the castle for the price paid
atai tbe deed, or whatever you call It
specifically set forth tout 1. .Idun ltel
Ihmy tfmurt. wm the sole anil undls
pHtcd owner of everything tbe castle
held.

Our second aud more critical survey.
ttf tbe luwe& floors of the castle reveal
ed rather urgent necessity for exten
ilve repairs aud refurbishing, but 1

was not dismayed. With a blithesome
disregard for expeuaes 1 dispatched
Rudolph, the elder of the two sons, to
Una with Instructions to procure arti-suit- a

.Who could be depended upon to
undo the, ravages of time to a certain
extent and who might even suggest a
remedy for leaks.

My friends, abhorring rheumatism
and like complaluts. refused to sleep
over nlcht In the ilrafty. almost pane-les-

structure. They mine over to see
me on the ensuing day and begged me
to return to Vienna with them. Hut.
full of the project iu baud. 1 would
not be moved. With the house full of
carneuters, blacksmiths, tuasou. lock-

smiths, tinsmiths, plumbers, plasterers,
glaziers, joiners, scrubwomen 'and
chlmuey sweeps, 1 felt tbat I couldn't!
go away and leave It wltbout a con-

trolling luflueuce.
Just as they were leaving my secre-

tary and my valet put lu an appear-
ance, having been summoned 'from
Vienna the day before. I confess I

was glad to see them. Tbe thought of
spending a second night In that limit-
less bedchamber, with all manner of
night birds trying to get in at the win-

dows, was rather disturbing, and I wel-

comed my retainers with opea arms.
My am night bad been spent la a

SIMPLE WAY TO .
END DANDRUFF

Stop Falling Hair and Itching
Scalp.

There it one sure way that hai never
failed to remove dandruff at once, and
that is to dissolve it, then you destroy it
entirely. To do this, just get about four
ounces of plain, common liquid arvon
from any drug; store (this is all you will
need), apply it at night when retiring,
uc enough to moisten the scalp and nil)
it in gently with the finger tips.

By morning, most if not all, of your
ilandruff will be gone, and three or four
more applications will completely dis-
solve, and entirely destroy, every single
ign and trace of it, no matter how much

dandruff ou may have.
You will find all itching and digging;

( the scalp will stop Instantly and your
hair will be fluffy, lustrous, glossy, silk'
and soft, and look ami feel a hundred
times better. ,

If you value your hair, you sltould get
rid of dandruff at once, for nothing de-
stroys the hair so quickly. It not only
starves the hair and makes it fall out.
but it makes it stringy, straggly, dull,
dry. brittle and lifeless, and everybody
notices ft.

huge old beil. carefully prepared for
occupancy by Ilerr Schmlck'a frau. I
knew there was a ceiling, for I had
seen Its beams during the daylight
hours, bet to save my soul 1 couldn't
Imagine anything so far away as K

seemed to be after tbe candles bad
been taken away by the caretaker's
wife, wbo had tucked pie away iu the
betl with ample propriety nnd thor
oughness combined.

Twice during that Interminable night
I thought I beard a baby crying. So
It is no unreasonable to suppose that
1 was more man giau to see roopen
dyke, my secretary, clambering up the
path with his typewriter in one hand
and his green balsa bag in the other,
followed close behind by Ilrltton. tny
?alet. nnd the Uargentuan brothers
bearing trunks, bags, boxes and my
golf cfubs.

Whew!" aald Poopendyke. dropping
wearily upon my doorstep.

My secretary la a youngish mau with
thin, stooping shoulders and a habit of
perpetually rubbing his knees together
when be walks.

it is something of a climb, isn't It?"
said 1 beamingly.

In the name of heaven. Mr. Smart,
what could have Induced you to"
He got no farther than this, ami to my
certain knowledge this unfinished re
proof was the nearest be ever came to
openly convicting me of aslntulty.

Make yourself at home, okl fellow,
said I In some haste. I felt sorry for
him "We ure going to be very cosy
here."

"Cozy?" murmured he, blinklug.
I haven't explored those upper re

gions." 1 explained nervously, divining
his thoughts. "We shall do It together
lu a day or two."

'It looks as though It might fall
down If we jostled It carelessly," he
remarked, having recovered his breath

"I am expecting masons at any lnln
ute." said 1, contemplating tbe unsta
ble stone crest of tbe northeast turret
with some uneasiness. My face bright'
eued suddenly. "That particular sec
tlou of the castle is uninhabitable. I

am told. It really doesn't matter II it
collapses. Ah. Ilrltton! Here you are,
I see. Good morning."

Ilrittou. a very exacting servant
looked ine over critically.

"Your coat and trousers need press
ing. sir." said he. "And where am
to get the hot water for shavlnc. sir?"

"I'rau Schmlck will supply anythlhg
yon need. Britton,"' said I, happy on
being able to gire tbe information.

"It Is uot 1 as needs It. sir," sakl tie,
feeliuir of lis smoothly shaved chin

"Come in and have a look about the
place." said I.' with a magnificent sweep
of my arm to' counteract the feeling of
utter Insienlneance 1 was experiencing
at the moment.

(To be continued)

Eczema? A Torture
Quickly Banished

(Remarkable Results Fol-

low the Action of a
Famous Remedy.

The u tinn of s S s Uio f.imnus blool
romeily, la a y,,iw ..I h. .Mill fium tho
itoiiiHdi to every oih' i i.n t of the body.

Any sktn dleeane, no nutter what lt
name, be It ecsemu, psoriasis, acne,

or Juhi plain bulls, pimples or a
stubborn almiess. must kvc way to the
Influent e of H. 8. 8 Wh so? Simply

there la in 8 8. H certain medi-
cinal Influences just ss essential to blood
health as are the elements of the grains,
meata, fata and sugars of our dally
food. Get a bottle today of any drugr

tat and then write to the Medical Ad-

viser. The Bwlft Specific Co., Ill Bwlft'
Bids.. Atlanta. Oa. lie will tell you
about akin affliction, such as you never
before realised, lie will clear up Ithe
mystery of why certain diseases of the
btood make straight for the skin, lie
will also clear up your doubts as to the
nature, cause and proper care of your-
self in any form of blood trouble. Ilia
advice la perfectly free. There Is scarce-
ly a community In the It. 8. but where
you will And someone to enthusiasti-
cally tall you how tbey are now cured
but at one time were sufferers from,
rheumatism, or catarrh, or astae severe
fom of akin or blood trouble. Get a
bottle of 8. 8. 8. today, but refuse any
and all substitutes.

rare
WW.

Don't overlook this opportunity
to lay in a supply of this splen-

did Stock at a Big Saving

Tyrone Linen
AND

THE NEUNEB COMPANY

ewnter raoer
500 Sheets 8 1--2 xl4 - 75c

1000 Sheets 81-2x- 14 $1.50

This will be the price while it
lasts, Call today and avoid

Disappointment
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